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organisation and utilisation of bodies in advance guard.1
The enemy having assumed the offensive, the first thing
to be done was to concentrate the forces. The First
Prussian Corps shows us what tactics ought to be used
to that effect by the advance guard. (See Map No. 9.)
In the first half of June 1815, the army was distributed
as follows:
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Namur         Cavalry reserve at

.Artillery    .    .

r9th brigade at ,

Third Corps      10th brigade at

Thielmann   j llth brigade at

Headquarters at] 12th brigade at

Onay          Cavalry reserve
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The total of the forces was 110,000 men.

That distribution of the army was far from perfect
from a military point of view. It resulted mainly from
the difficulty in which they found themselves of enabling
troops to live, Blucher was receiving no money from
his government; the local authorities were little inclined
to supply him with the same; the inhabitants had to be

1 The Prussian army of the Lower Bhine, commanded by Marshal
Blfcoher, had General Gneisenau as Chief of the Army Staff, General
Clausewitz as Chief of Staff of the Third Corps. It is from the writings
of the latter that we borrow part of the considerations which justify
the distribution of the army on the ground, as well as the use its
leaders thought they would be able to make of it.